NOTEMAKING

‘Very urgent, very difficult and quite possible’: changing students’ attitudes to notemaking by encouraging user generated content

As soon as one can no longer think things as one formerly thought them, transformation becomes both very urgent, very difficult and quite possible (Foucault, 1980:154).
[We explore] the role that notemaking strategies can play as part of an emancipatory pedagogy designed to empower students. We will argue that being taught active notemaking is fundamental in enabling students to use information with confidence and thus that notemaking allows students to gain a voice (Bowl, 2005; Burns et al., 2006) within their own education. Rather than taking a psychological approach to notemaking, we suggest that notemaking allows students to take ownership of ideas and concepts in powerful ways (Gibbs 1994), ways that reinforce understanding and build knowledge.  These processes and practices can essentially help students to learn what they want to learn – and, pragmatically, to write essays that are adequately researched and correctly referenced (Burns and Sinfield, 2004).
From: Burns et al (2010) IN Journal of Learning Development in Higher Education Issue 2: February 2010  (see Theoretical Underpinnings)
Our work in Learning Development roles since the mid-1980s has shown to us that active notemaking is essential for students to develop their understanding of any topic – and that the act of notemaking plays a role in developing their mastery of the topic itself. Without making notes, the student is rudderless and subject to the whims of information – and in these days of information overload, this makes for a very vulnerable and powerless student. Ironically, University practices designed to help students can often play their part in undermining active notemaking – for why should you make notes when you can download the PowerPoint slides from the VLE? This handout is designed to encourage you to teach active notemaking strategies to your students – and to give links to useful resources to use to illustrate your points, to set interesting notemaking challenges – or to build into active research and evaluation tasks for students to complete themselves. 
For more arguments as to why we posit notemaking as central to the student role, please see our article from the Journal of learning Development in Higher Education which is also in our Theoretical Underpinnings section. 
For more detailed suggestions on possible ways of teaching active notemaking, please see the staff tutorial.
Pick up and go activities

1. Class Brainstorm

If getting students to think about notemaking – have a quick notemaking brainstorm with them. Write on the Board, NOTES – then write the words ‘Why, When/Where, How’ in a pattern or spider note format. Ask the students, why, when/where and how they make notes and discuss…
2. Notemaking from lectures, the taught session
There is a lecture skeleton on ‘Notemaking from lectures’ in the staff tutorial, feel free to use and adapt that – and to make it relevant to your particular context or subject. Here we are jotting down a few points that you might want to cover with students if you want to get them to think about active notemaking. Typically students do not understand just how active they have to be before, during and after a lecture – and that is what we will cover briefly here. (This can also be adapted to what to do before, during and after reading – but do see also our section on Academic Reading.)
What you need to do before, during and after a lecture to be successful:

Before

Actively prepare for the lecture and set goals:
· Scan module handbook: remind yourself of the course AIMS, LEARNING OUTCOMES and the assignment question. THINK: which bit of these will this lecture help me with?

· Brainstorm: what do I already know on this topic? What do I need from this session to help me with the assignment? NB: Whilst this appears very pragmatic and ‘surface’ orientated, Buzan’s work (passim) suggests that a focussed approach allows us to draw more out of a lecture (or text) than an ‘open’ or relatively undifferentiated approach.

During
· Turn your paper landscape fashion; set yourself the challenge of making key word pattern notes. Remind yourself that whilst change is uncomfortable, this passes – and that this is a proven successful study strategy – now:

· Actively select KEY words and points: names, dates, ‘facts’, theories, arguments…

· Roughly connect them together in a rough pattern. See these as a first draft. TIP: see most of what you do as a draft. The rush to perfection is the enemy of active thinking – it closes us off
· Use coloured pens to keep your brain alert (awake!)

· Draw pictures, use symbols instead of words – again making the task more difficult keeps you alert – and starts to make the notes more memorable.
After

This is the most important time of all – and the longest. Being a student is NOT about being in lectures, workshops and seminars (that take up about 12 hours a week) but is in the reading, writing, thinking, talking that you do the rest of the time (about 20-25 hours a week). 
This is also the most active time of all – and Buzan argues that if we do not DO SOMETHING, if we do not actively revise our notes, then we will forget 98% of the information we have just heard in just three weeks!  So:

· Revise your notes – makes them shorter, more dynamic and more memorable – that is, build in mnemonic illustrations (cartoons) so that each set of notes has something that will trigger your recall

· Discuss your notes with a study partner

· Get a study partner!

· Follow up your notes: read something, write something… TIP: start drafting rough paragraphs for the final assignment from the beginning of the course. Each rough paragraph will tell your brain what you are listening for in a lecture (or looking for in a book)

· Don’t file your notes away. Filed away stuff feels finished – this tells the brain to forget. Stick the notes on your wall – revise them as you walk past. TIP: Write your assignment on the wall and add notes to the question… Build up notes that help you answer the assignment question…
3. Reviewing your notes

a) After the session on what to do before, during and after a lecture – give the students ten minutes to do a shorter, more dynamic, more colourful, more illustrated and altogether more memorable set of notes. Draw your own illustrated pattern note of the lecture on the board if you wish – but only after they have started. 
b) Every so often end a seminar or lecture by alternating notemaking or writing tasks where students have to:
· Produce a dynamic, illustrated pattern note of the session – and the notes are all photographed and uploaded to the VLE
· Compete every week to see whose notes are uploaded to the VLE

· Build over the weeks a set of notes for the whole module/course

· Build a ‘paragraph pattern’ whereby they draw on their notes to put all the ideas down that could go into one (or each) potential paragraph in the final assignment

· Complete an Exam Passport. If students are not really making notes and typically not preparing well for exams, allow them to have a large index card each week upon which they have to write all the key information from the lecture. Tell them they will get the index cards back on the examination day and that they will be able to use them in their exams… This is a simple but effective way of getting students to attempt to make useful notes – of course you must NOT lose their cards!

Student resources and activities: The following section contains useful notemaking resources that you can use to illustrate your own talk – and/or that you can get the students to engage with independently.
First engage with this interactive resource that covers the what, why & how of making notes: 
The resource has information on why it is important to make notes – what sorts of notes you might like to make – and provides an opportunity to watch short videos and practise making notes upon the information therein:
http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/TLTC/learnhigher/notemaker/index.html 

Now:
Individually or in groups review the following websites, resources and activities – consider their usefulness to you as a student. If completing some form of learning log or blog make comments and/or a posting, possibly answering the question: which of these would you recommend to a student friend – and why?
Quick guide to keeping references
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/nursing/sonet/rlos/studyskills/harvard/index.html
Managing information – reading, critical thinking & notemaking - website:

http://www2.napier.ac.uk/getready/managing_information/index.html
Notemaking university website – with information & student clips:

http://www2.napier.ac.uk/getready/managing_information/note_making.html
Mini-notemaking lecture:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1IHsPt_Nmg 

Mini Buzan lecture on Mindmapping:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlabrWv25qQ&feature=related
Buzans’ site – with 7-step guide:

http://www.buzanworld.com/Mind_Maps.htm
Resources & tools

If you like making notes on video – try video ant:

http://ant.umn.edu/
Cornell generator – Generates templates to print off and make notes upon:

http://eleven21.com/notetaker/
‘Note book’ site: on-line space for jottings, websites etc.

http://www.evernote.com/
Concept map tools website:

http://cmap.ihmc.us/
Prezi: a tool for making creative notes (& preparing presentations):

http://prezi.com/  NB: check out Playing to learn: 

http://prezi.com/rj_b-gw3u8xl/playing-to-learn/
Visual Literacy site: check out different visual ways to represent information
http://www.visual-literacy.org/periodic_table/periodic_table.html#
Really useful resources – see their WORKBOOKS – Notemaking especially

http://www.brad.ac.uk/acad/management/external/els/pdf/effectivenotemaking.pdf
Notemaking booklet from Exeter University

http://www.education.ex.ac.uk/dll/studyskills/note_taking_skills.htm
Other Useful Stuff
Text to Movie resource: http://www.xtranormal.com/  
Capture key points in your own mini-animation notes. Here is a short movie made by one of Plymouth’s careers advisors on interview techniques: http://www.xtranormal.com/watch?e=2009020219510014 
Visual notemaking using your iPad:

http://ninmah.be/2010/08/02/ipad-visual-movie/
What to do in lectures: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tiv9GG_SzlI 


Draw to Learn

http://www.brighton.ac.uk/visuallearning/drawing/
Avoiding plagiarism: short tutorial

http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/TLTC/learnhigher/Plagiarism/
Get organised: use our DESK:

http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/TLTC/learnhigher/desk/desk.html
Think about writing: use our writing space:

http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/TLTC/connorj/WritingGroups/
Essay writing animation – Portsmouth:

Why are we making notes? Often it is to gather information, to write our essays… See this simple animation showing how to prepare for the classic academic essay http://ondemand.port.ac.uk/central/One_way_to_write_an_essay.wmv
5
London Met LDU February 2011


