READING & NOTEMAKING FROM READING

Reading
 “There is a correlation with stock usage and e-resource usage. Those who achieved a first borrowed on average twice as many items as those who got a third and [accessed] e-resources 3.5 times as much. The correlation is fairly linear across the grades, although there is a noticeable jump up in e-resource usage (when compared to stock borrowing) in those who gained a first.” 
University of Huddersfield http://www.daveyp.com/blog/archives/1370 
1. Really quick pick up and go activities:
Thinking creatively about getting students to read: try these. Read and:

· Produce a drawing or a visual summary of the text

· Find an object that represents something from the text 

· Produce one question that you would ask the author

· Give a one minute presentation on the text

· Select one sentence from the text that you have found meaningful (a main point or an idea with which to argue) – say why you chose it

· Highlight key points whilst your friend blacks out everything that is NOT necessary - discuss

· Make an (Xtranormal) movie of the main ideas in the texts: http://www.xtranormal.com/  
· Produce three words that describe how reading the text made you feel

· Produce a bare bones summary (25 words). 
2. Slightly longer activities:

Try textmapping (http://www.textmapping.org/index.html ). 
Choose a difficult but course-relevant article (more than one if you want different groups o focus on different issues).Turn the text into A3 scrolls – photocopy and cellotape together. Set the students the task of reading and annotating the scroll(s) in groups. Require them to collectively mark up to show structure, main ideas, most repeated ideas and links to assignment. Possibly require the displaying of a word cloud, pattern notes or Cornell notes of the article. Possibly require the groups to come back together and each one to present their findings to the class. Optional refinement: after the groups have been marking up for some little while, draw their attention to a possible essay question that they could be reading for – and, again, ask them to use the article to construct a presentation answering that question.

Reading round robin

Take a relatively difficult article to a seminar – give time to read and annotate in class. Go round the group asking for their reading strategies and tips. Give some of your own.

Read then write

At the end of every seminar set ten minutes writing. After a group reading, students can be set to write about the paper or article. Get them to sum up a key theorist’s perspective. Ask them to define a concept. Set them to write an explanation referring to the charts & diagrams you referred t in your lecture. Active writing every week makes learning conscious, improves understanding – and lets students know WHY they are reading.

Useful resources: possibly set students the task of using and reviewing the resources – for example in a course BLOG.

Reading & evaluating information - Leeds tutorial on Reading (60 mins):
Overwhelmed by the amount of reading you have to do and not sure how to manage it? 
http://skills.library.leeds.ac.uk/tutorials/reading_tutorial/player.html 

Critical reading towards critical writing

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/reading-and-researching/critical-reading
How to read an academic article http://www.lenmholmes.org.uk/students/how2read/how2read_a.htm
How to read a research article:
http://cla.calpoly.edu/~jrubba/495/howtoread.html
Reading a psychology paper:

http://portal.psy.gla.ac.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13&Itemid=41&limit=1&limitstart=1
Don’t forget to organise your DESK:

http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/TLTC/learnhigher/desk/desk.html
And that much reading is for our writing – check out our writing space:

http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/TLTC/connorj/WritingGroups/
Internet Detective: tutorial on finding & evaluating information
http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/detective/
For Summarising information:

http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/busdev/hq1001nc/ecdl/summarizing.htm
Referencing

http://www.staffs.ac.uk/uniservices/infoservices/library/find/references/
Harvard system:

http://slb-ltsu.hull.ac.uk/awe/index.php?title=Harvard_system_of_referencing
Avoiding plagiarism: Tutorial (also available in WebLearn):
http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/TLTC/learnhigher/Plagiarism/
And always make ACTIVE and CREATIVE notes whilst reading:
Evernote allows for a messy, private on-line notemaking space:

http://www.evernote.com/
Or try CORNELL notes – more structured and organised:

http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/cornellnotes.html 
Or visual notes- find the creative lay out that suits you: 

http://www.visual-literacy.org/periodic_table/periodic_table.html#
Have you thought about making notes on a Prezi website?

http://prezi.com
Here’s one constructed by some recent graduates:

http://prezi.com/ssuuvqkdx9uz/uni/ 

Notes can be a really creative, reflective process – look at this:
http://www.arts.ac.uk/cetl/visual-directions/[image: image1.png]
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